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Synopsis 

“When You’re Strange” is a documentary meant to immortalize the Doors as they really were. Instead of 

a line-by-line reading of their lives, the film explores the effects of fame, the unique sound of the band, 

the struggles going on in their lives and their lasting impact on music and pop culture.  

It portrays  the creative chemistry between drummer John Densmore, guitarist Robby Krieger, 

keyboardist Ray Manzarek and singer Jim Morrison that most people have never seen and  takes you on 

a 6 year journey from the halls of UCLA film school, to the bright spotlight of super-stardom and Jim 

Morrisons eventual death in 1971. This documentary is full of never born seen footage of the band, live 

performances, home movies, studio footage, and much more. 

“When You’re Strange” is directed by award-winning writer/director Tom DiCillo and narrated by Johnny 
Depp, who is the only actor in the movie. All the footage in the film is real, nothing was created or re-
shot. The film is a unique glimpse into the life of the legendary quartet that has never been seen before.   

Director Tom DiCillo on the making of “When You’re Strange:” 

I approached this documentary as a feature film, as a narrative film. I was trying to give it a structure so 

that it wasn’t just a succession of facts, an album by album line. I looked at all the original footage and 

said wow, if there was a way that I could just use the original footage to allow the audience to 

experience this band as if it was happening right now and never let them out of it; always let them stay 

with this band. In other words kind of immortalize the band, they would never get old. In this movie, 

they never get old. 

I knew there was a great mystery surrounding the Doors, a great unsaid and unspoken thing that still, to 

this date, is undefined and I wanted to take a stab at defining it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bios 

Tom DiCillo, Writer/Director 

Tom was born in Camp Le Jeune, North Carolina, in 1953. His father was a 

Colonel in the USMC. He earned a masters degree in filmmaking at New 

York University in 1976. He has directed 7 films, all of which he also wrote. 

 

 

 

 

(Picture from http://www.collider.com/entertainment/news/article.asp?aid=10768&tcid=1) 

Peter Jankowski, Producer 

 Is a graduate of the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts. He 

holds Executive Producer credits from TV shows Law & Order: Criminal Intent, 

Law and Order: Special Victims Unit, Law & Order: Trial by Jury, Conviction, 

Dragnet, Crime and Punishment, Deadline ,D.C., Arrest & Trial, Always Roses, 

How Else and I Supposed to Live. 

 

 

(Picture from http://www.holycross.edu/abouthc/why/success/jankowski/) 

Dick Wolf, Producer 

Dick was born in New York City on December 20, 1946. He 

graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in 1969. He has 

produced 26 television series, and is most widely known for 

crime dramas such as Miami Vice and Law & Order. 

 

 

 

(Picture from http://www.tvguide.com/celebrities/dick-wolf/194137) 

 



Johnny Depp, Actor 

Johnny Depp was born in Owensboro, Kentucky, on June 9, 1963 and 

raised in Florida. He dropped out of school was he was 15 years old to 

pursue his musical career. He worked as an actor in 1980s, but got his 

big break in Tim Burton’s “Edward Scissorhands” in 1990. He is most 

widely known for his role as Jack Sparrow in the “Pirates of the 

Caribbean” movies. 

 

 

(Photo from http://www.solarnavigator.net/films_movies_actors/actors_films_images/johnny_depp_black_suit.jpg) 

Jim Morrison, Vocalist 

Jim was born December 8, 1943 in Melbourne, Florida. He 

graduated from UCLA in 1965. It is here that he met Ray Manzarek, 

future keyboard player in “The Doors.” Morrison died on July 3, 

1971 in Paris. He was found in a bathtub. No official autopsy was 

conducted because there was no evidence of foul play. However, it 

is widely believed that he died of an accidental heroin overdose. 

 

 

 

 

(Picture from http://www.worleygig.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/Jim-Morrison-Cross.jpg) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ray Manzarek, Keyboardist 

Ray was born in Chicago on February 12, 1939. He graduated from 

UCLA in 1965, where he met “The Doors” cofounder Jim Morrison. 

After “The Doors,” Ray has been in several music groups including 

“Nite City.” In 1998 he published his memoir “Light My Fire: My Life 

with The Doors.” 

 

 

 

(Picture from http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_BC427CpOgfg/SXRkuMxznEI/AAAAAAAAA2A/TIB7LXFq9Y0/s320/ray_manzarek_1.jpg 

John Densmore, Drummer 

 John was born on December 1, 1944 in Maine. He attended Cal. State-

Northridge before joining “The Doors” in 1965. After “The Doors,” John formed 

a band Robby Krieger in 1973 called “The Butts Band.” He left the world of 

rock-and-roll in the 1980s and danced with Bess Snyder and Co. for two years. 

In 1984, he made his stage acting debut in a one-act play he wrote called 

“Skins.” John’s autobiography, “Riders On The Storm,” was published in 1990. 

He is currently working on his first novel. 

 

 

 

(picture from http://www.superiorpics.com/wenn_album/John_Densmore_-_Divorcing/john_densmore_001_121206.jpg) 

Robby Krieger, Guitarist 

Robby was born on January 8, 1946 in Los 

Angeles. He attended UCLA until he joined “The 

Doors” in 1965. After “The Doors,” Krieger 

formed “The Butts Band” with John Densmore. 

He recorded several albums with “The Robby 

Krieger Band” as a jazz guitarist in the 1970s and 

1980s.  He is listed as number 91 on “Rolling 

Stones” list of the 100 Greatest Guitarists of all 

Time.  

 

(Photo from http://www.asahi-net.or.jp/~JT8J-MTOK/photo/091230u.jpg) 
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(Picture from http://www.defmshop.com/uploads/k3/SL/k3SLFIL4sv2zkNiFz2X3ag/The_doors.jpg) 

 

 

(Picture from http://federicodecalifornia.files.wordpress.com/2010/01/the-doors.jpg) 



 

(Picture from http://tinypic.com/view.php?pic=333wr4l&s=3) 
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Reviews and Endorsements 

About.com Gives “When You’re Strange” 4 out of 5 Stars 

“The band was an international cultural phenomenon: during the 54 months it was in existence, it sold 

80 million albums world wide. The Doors' music is mesmerizing, and the players are enthralling. Tom 

DiCillo's documentary has a built in audience of fans, and the film will not disappoint them.” 

http://documentaries.about.com/od/revie2/fr/When_Youre_Strange.htm 

 

ScreenDaily.com 

“Besides its archival richness, the strength of DiCillo’s documentary is that it is genuinely cinematic, a 

visual journey. Magnificently edited by Mickey Blythe and Kevin Krasny, it captures the seductive mood 

of Doors concerts, which often collapsed into anarchy as Morrison improvised and the band just kept 

playing.” 

http://www.screendaily.com/when-youre-strange/4042684.article 

 

Johnny Depp  

“Watching the hypnotic, hitherto unreleased footage of Jim, John, Ray and Robby, I felt like I 

experienced it all through their eyes. As a rock n’ roll documentary, or any kind of documentary for that 

matter, it simply doesn’t get any better than this.  What an honor to have been involved.  I am as proud 

of this as anything I have ever done.” 

 

http://documentaries.about.com/od/revie2/fr/When_Youre_Strange.htm
http://www.screendaily.com/when-youre-strange/4042684.article

